Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL POSS DUPE 
PAGE 01 STATE 031904 
20 

ORIGIN EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
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TO USLO PEKING 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
INFO AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 031904 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, CH 

SUBJECT: APPOINTMENT OF PRC ACTING PREMIER 

FOLLOWING DISCUSSION ANOTHER SUBJECT WITH SEVERAL PRCLO 
OFFICERS HEADED BY FIRST SECRETARY SHEN JO-YUN, DEPTOFF 
MENTIONED APPOINTMENT OF HUA KUO-FENG AS ACTING PREMIER 
AND ASKED IF TERM "ACTING" WAS USED BECAUSE APPOINTMENT 
PROCESS NOT COMPLETED. SHEN REPLIED THAT APPOINTMENTS 
SUCH AS PREMIER ARE MADE BY NATIONAL PEOPLE'S CONGRESS, 

WHICH HAS NOT YET MET. A LITTLE LATER, HOWEVER, PERHAPS 
FEELING SHE HAD REPLIED TOO DEFINITIVELY, SHE SAID ALL THEY 
KNOW IS THAT HUA HAD BEEN APPOINTED ACTING PREMIER. INGERSOLL 
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